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Matthews Victorious! M,~sormick Seeks Delegate Slot 
By Skip Brushaber 
By Fred Berger 
Di.ane Matthews of South Portland 
haswonhercaseagainsttheU.S. Army. AnadhocgroupcallingitselftheGay gay men and lesbians in their delega-
Matthews had been dismissed from Civiil Rights Coalition of Maine has been tions. In 1980 there were 77 openly gay 
ROTC at the University of Maine in preparing feverishly for the Democratic or lesbian delegates, alternates or 
November 1981 after admitting she was Stat,e convention to be held in Lewiston committee members at the national con-
a lesbian. She filed suit in Auggst 1982, May 4-6. Plans range from distributing . vention. The National Association of 
claiming her dismissal had violated her • · "Gay Voter" buttons to working to elect Gay and Lesbian Democratic Clubs is 
rights to privacy and freedom of expres- Dale McCormi:ck--of--Y armouth as an sponsoring a funraiser in San Francisco 
sion. openly lesbian delegate to the National on the eve of the convention balloting. If 
In a landmark decision for gays and Democrati c convention in San the Presidential nominee is not definite 
lesbians, U.S. Magistrate D. Brock Francisco in July. by that time, it is expected that the 
Hornby stated that Matthews' First The Coalition grew out of a workshop candidats will attend that event to seek 
Amendment rights of freedom were discussion at the Eleventh Maine Gay support. 
violated because she was disenrolled "as and Lesbian Symposium in Orono in. Gay and lesbian delegates to the state 
a result of her declarati,m of homo- March. At the workshop the group dis- convention can assist Dale's campaign 
sexuality without any evidence of homo- cussed the importance of a gay presence primarily by persua ding other delegates 
sexual conduct." Hornby declared also at the state convention. McCormick, a to vote for her. A particularly powerful 
that the Army regulations used as a Had delegate who is Supervisor of the strategy is to encourage people to "bullet 
basis for Matthews' disenrollment were Cornerstones School in Brunswick, has vote." By voting soley for one person, 
unconstitutional. decided to seek a national delegate rather than using, the dozen or more 
Judge Hornby concluded his forty-one position as one means of achieving that votes allowed, that vote has much 
page decision by stating, "that a person presence. Since then Dale and the com- greater power. People will also be needed 
cannot constitutionally be disenrolled mittee have worked hard to find out the at the convention to pass out Dale's 
for merely identifying herself as one procedure for seeking a delegate slot as flyers . People who are not delegates or 
who has a desire to engage in homo- well as to try to understand the politics alternates to the convention may attend 
sexual acts. Likewise, I conclude expres- involved. as observers for a $5 fee and can parti-
. aot?O,iB\IIDmated ivtent,, ,c!,l•uin11nMeNt .... -• .._,..,,,__ .«.l~~5i~~~--~i-~•iill!~ D~H~l'~lil~~ii~~~~~~~-.lc~ip~a~t:e~j~n~l~ob~b~y~i~n~g~a~l~th~o~u~g~h~. :th~e~y~wi:·1~l~n~ot~.,..m 
support disenrollment where there i.s no 
evidence or contention that consumma- The Army is expected to appeal Judge groups, including environmental and Besides electing nati~greeaiwo.:atq~ 
tion is likely to occur within the frame- Hornby's decision and they have thirty . peace groups. As of mid-April she had the convention w.iJJ-' this gepr~ on an 
work material to the Army, such as on a days in which to do so. Attorney Asen, received the endorsements of the Maine and rules of ~e k , "..f[q&·~~ 
4
dJJh& 
base Or dun.ng the pen"od of mi"li"tary who is affiliated with The Maine Civil No,,v p 1·t· 1 A t" c· m "tte the Party. re two se~..G..M. &i:)tutu.r .,, r· o i ica c ion o mi e, _ 
service. Since there is no evidence or Liberties Union, has been preparing ~or Alliance to Preserve Reproductive documents that are of particular impor-
contention that Matthews' homosexua- the Army's anticipated appeal for the Choice, Kathy Mclnnis (President of the tance to gay people. This year, for the , 
lity goes beyond unconsummated desire past two months. Their attorneys had Maine Association of Handicapped first time, discrimination within the 
or intent, I conclude she is entitled to stated early in the case that they did not Persons), and others. She has met with party on the basis of "sexual or affec-
judgement in her favor." expect to lose but if they did the Army state legislators and · prominent tional orientation" is expressly 
Matthews' attorney Michael Asen did not expect to lose an appeal. Dernocrats to publicize her candidacy. prohibited under party rules. 
states that this decision has a larger Matthews, whose brother graduates McCormick said recently, "I have come In the platform itself there is a general 
impact because of its First Amendment from West Point next month, is now out to more people in the past week than statement saying, "We are particularly 
grounds. The mes.sage to government enrolled at the University of Southern in my entire life." concerned with thedegreeofdiscrimina-
and employers is that homosexuals Maine as a communications major. She D.ale has also made contact with tion which still exists against women, 
cannot be excluded because- of the expects to be commissioned after national gay organizations for advice handicapped, elderly, and other 
declaration of their homosexual status. summer camp next year and then she on her campaign. She has spoken with minorities based on race, color, and 
Matthews' had never been accused of hopes to join the Army Reserve from Tom Chorlton,PresidentoftheNational sexual preference." However, there is no 
any wrongdoing by the Army. Their which she was also discharged last fall Association of Gay and Lesbian Demo- separate. statement on gay rights as 
case was based solely on her declara- under the same regulations. Matthews cratic Clubs, who is coordinating there is for the ERA, abortion, and other 
tion of being a lesbian. Judge Hornby's may return to Orono and the ROTC information about gay and lesbian issues. A specific statement about gay 
decision did not address the question of program there. The ROTC program is delegates nationally. (Tom donated the civil rights could be added at the con-
what the Army can do constitutionally awaiting word from the judge advocate "G~1y Voter" buttons.) Tom's group is vention. As this could provoke a floor 
to someone who engages in homosexual general on how or whether to reinstate wo11king to persuade state Democratic debate, delegates should be prepared to 
acts. Matthews. parties of the importance of including "speak up" for our issues. 
Take Back The Night Event _ 
Set for June 2-3 
The Portland-based Take Back The 
Night Coalition, a group of women con-
cerned about the far-reaching problem 
of violence against women in our city, 
state and country, is organizing a Take 
Back The Night Event for June 2nd and 
3rd. A day of workshops focusing on the 
political, social, psychological, econo-
mic and legal aspects of violence against 
women in its many forms, and strategies 
to empower women, will culminate in ar-t 
evening march through Portland. 
For many years, in cities throughout 
the United States and Europe, women 
have participated in night-time marches 
as a way of expressing and reclaiming 
our right to walk in the night, free from 
fear and threats of violence and harass-
ment. By marching together, we can 
collectively express our concern, unity 
and commitment towards ending 
violence wherever it exists in our lives. 
The weekend event will also include 
films , an art exhibit, women's theatre 
and dance, a rally, music, and' a Sunday 
morning breakfast. The-workshops will 
be held in Luther Bonney Hall at the 
Univerity of Southern Maine - Port-
land Campus. Child ·care will be avail-
able, as will interpretors for people who 
are hearing-impaired. 
The organizers are interested in 
hearing from women around the state 
who would like to offer workshops 
during the event, and from menwho are 
interested in offering workshops for 
men. We also need assistance in com-
pleting the many tasks involved in 
pulling the event together. Ifintereste~, 
please call Marilyn (773-3333) or Merrie 
(761-1549), or write: Take Back The 
Night Coalition, c/ o N.O.W. , P .O. Box 
5195, Station A, Portland, Maine 04101. 
F~ortland Candidates Surveyed 
On Tuesday, May 1, residents of 
Portland will elect three City Councilors 
and four School Committee members. To 
determine the candidate's views on 
issues of importance to our community, 
Our. Paper sent a questionnaire to all 
sixteen candidates. We asked for 
comments on the Portland obscenity 
ordinance and on a gay rights ordinance 
for Portland. Unfortunately, we received 
responses from only two people. 
Asked his opinion on the Portland 
obscenity ordinance Robert Hains, who 
is running for an at-large Council seat, 
responded: "I am opposed to censorship. .... 
I dlo support "wrapper" legislation 
which would allow the display of 
materials that may be considered 
"objectionable" to some. The wrapper 
would contain the title and price only, 
obscuring the contents." On a gay rights 
ordinance he says, "I feel that there is 
sufficient current legislation to cover all 
forms of discrimination, Likewfae, as .. " 
gays expound freedom of choice for 
themselves, others should also have the 
freedom to deal with what they find dis-
tasteful." Hains is a Portlander who 
attends all City Council meetings. His 
opponents are Edward Bernstein (the 
incumbent), Roger Williams Sr., and 
Walter Kosineski. 
The other response came from 
Richard · Romanow who is seeking the 
Distr-ict 5 Council seat. District 5 
int:ludes the North Deering and 
Riverton sections of the city. Romanow 
is an attorney who just completed a term 
as chairperson of City Democratic Com-
mittee. On the obscenity ordinance he 
states, "There are two basic reasons why 
I believe the Portland obscenity or:di-
nance should not be supported. First, on 
Constitutional grounds I feel that any 
impingement on the rights of citizens to 
read materials they should choose is in 
violation of the First Amendment. 
Second, I feel that adults should be able 
continued on page 5 
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To The Editor, 
Letters 
I must respond to Nancy Brockway's 
article Two Wrongs Don't Make A Right 
in your A,pril issue. I found the historical 
data to be int~resting as an account of 
per secution.in Nazi Germany, however, 
it seems to .me that she sorely missed the 
goi;rit in her .account of' Be_nt. 
.Bent is: a:story of individuals, indivi-
4q.~ls . witl].. str~ng.t~s· .and: weakne"sses 
struggling to survive in the most 
· horrenpQUl:l , ()f conditions, The prota-
gonist, ~ax, i~ a deeply selfish, arrogant 
man when, .w.e_ .first meet him, but 
througl]. , his. ,gials a.s a prisoner at 
Dachau the.spirit of survival is revealed 
through its most powerful resource, love. 
As · a:n · effective .story of love and 
sufferfng, .Bent toµches our own souls 
_and re~ind's_ us that as gay men nothing 
can detract fro111 the truth that com-
passion and the human spirit inevitably 
endures. . . . . ... 
Ms. Bro~kway makes her greatest 
error in supposing_ Bent to be a score-
card for: suffering. , She states, "The 
iµiplicatjon .of the· plot is that in the 
peckfog order imposed by the Nazis in 
the camps,. J:ews were better off than 
gays." Jn trying tq compose a checklist 
for. the "W:hos W:ho': ·in. victims of World 
War Ir"Ms .. Brockway loses sight of the 
suffering of individuals which is the 
main thrust of Bent, 
Yes, . Max is indeed anti-Semitic, no 
doubt an a~curate_pi_c.ture,ofthe average 
;Berliner expo_se~ to thlc! propaganda of 
the,Third Rejcb. However, this is super-
ficial° to hls "character, and in the second 
act Qt Bent we Sl;le that-a t his core there is 
,S(lilSi~vity and VU}n.erao~lity: . . 
: The :position of ·Jews in "the death 
ca mp.s ,: whh:h . ;'w
0
as indisputably 
atrocious,_is not an issue in Bent, and to 
make it so is an incredible distortion. I 
will not address the basic errors Ms. 
Brockway makes in sighting the plot 
line of Bent; her bias has clearly 
influenced her .reading. 
Bent, above all, shows us that oppres-
sion can.not q~ ,qu1;1ntj.fied gr qualified. 
• T· }er, Jew.s suff.ered 
Under Hitler, gays 
ozca rmrneasurably .. As producer of 
the Portland productiovof Bent, I found 
that the overwhelming response to this 
rare glimpse into the horror of gay 
oppression was one of identification. 
Indeed, Ms. Brockway is the first, to my 
knowledge, to perceive the show as a 
vent for anti-Semitism. If we are to learn 
.anything from the horror ofN azi oppres-
sion; or indeed any "form of oppression, 
we ~ust learn that persecution like com-
paspn tra'nscends gender, religion, ·and 
sexuality. The s_ensitive writing of 
1:!,Ut~or· M;utin Sherman in Bent is a 
testament .to the universality of 
oppression anq. our will to survive. 
' . 
·. ' 
, , . 
·Sincerely, 
Bob Cart 
·*** , ' • &. • 
. OPfti~ ~~·, 
, 96 COUl<T ~T. 
'..\ CIJl<IO ~110J> 
TEL. 782-0638 .. AUBURN, ME. 
'fo OUR PAPER COLLECTIVE: 
Disbelief, followed by Rage. That was 
the reaction of some of the women 
involved in the Take Back the Night 
1984 Coalition when told of the proposed 
"New Bedford Night" at Cycles.. It 
wasn't just that some of the gay men 
were· being politically incorrect again -
but in this instance.they were planning 
to sensationalize, trivialize and ridicule 
a brutal gang rape. 
·We know that the "New Bedford 
Night'' was eventually cancelled. We 
have our lesbian feminist sisters who 
talked with our feminist brothers, who 
in turn put pressure on Cycles to thank 
for the cancellation. But we also know 
that the misogynist myths surrounding 
the crime ofrape and the victims ofrape 
are alive and well in some of the patrons, 
and maybe the owners, of Cycles. 
· Our question to the gay men's comu- . 
nity is what would have happened that · 
night if we, as women, did not intervene 
on our behalf? Can we not count on more 
than a handful of gay brothers to help us 
break the cycle of violence agi:l.inst 
women? 
Take Back the Night 1984 Coalition 
·April 1984 
'if. ·* 
~ :~. i"t1an1<s ·· · * 
- . 
Thanks-to Oubby' ,Toothaker and B.J. 
Aai,on for the successful fundraiser .°foll 
Our Eaper hetd at-Backstreet on April L 
We can breathe a.little easier this month. 
,.. j • • 
' . 
Thanks to Marty Sabo1, R11y Bemis, and 
Laara Lundberg for · their ·filie job of 
organizing '.· Sy.m_posium XI. Special 
thanks to Rosa Whitehead for the 
wonderful spaghetti dinner on Saturday 
night. . 'I• ·• ! l''!.. " ' •.' • • 
i . r 
Thanks aIJ.d congratulations to Diane 
Matthews for her victory against , the 
Army and to the Portland newspapers 
and TV stations for their prominent and 
unbiased coverage. It was great to see 
"lesoian" in headlines and spoken on 
TV. We love you Diane . . · 






· The rate for classifieds is S4 -for 30~ 
words, 10¢ for each additional word. For · 
personals add $2. for handline:. AH aa°s 
must be·prepaid. Mail ads t o Ou~ Paper, 
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104. We 
ask that you not use sexually explicit 
language in your personals. Responses 
to personals will not be opened by Our 
Paper and will be forwarded to you twice 
monthly. -
Roommate: Looking for a roomate to 
find and share an apartment in 
Portland (USM area). Prefer female, 
non-smoker, over 25. Call 761-4529 
before 9 a.m. 
l<)-ee REMDATE listing, ME. to CA., 
details free. R.E. Main, 70 Government 
St., Kittery, ME. 03904. Or call Ron, 207-
439-4680 (9 am-5 pm any day). 
BISEXUAL wanting to meet other 
bisexuals for sharing, socializing, pot-
lucks, and weekend fun. I am also a 
parent. Call 775-0823 evenings. 
Commenta_ry 
A Partial Victory 
By Roberta 
Diane Matthews' disenrollment from 
the Army's ROTC Program at UMO 
because of her sexual preference has 
been ruled unconstitutional. 
The decision of U.S. Magistrate D. 
Brock Hornby is based on the need_ to 
protect t~e First Amendment right to 
freedom of expression. Dismissal for 
identifying oneself as a homosexual or 
associating with homosexuals has been 
disallowed. However, Hornby's decision 
did not address the question of whether 
the Army could constitutionally 
disenroll anyone who engages in homo-
sexual conduct. 
Well, sigh! We're halfway there. So 
much for freedom of expression! We can 
think it but not do it! Identify and 
associate only. Where would an artist be 
without a brush; a poet without a pen; an 
activist without a pamphlet; a christian 
without a church? 
Additionally, chances are good the 
Army will appeal Hornby's decision (of 
course). But this is a step, a small step ... 
One :at a time! 
- ,· •, 
:, 
AMARYLLIS 
unique & beautiful clothing 
from everywhere 
41 Exchange St Portland 
For Sale: 1981 Shasta 16' Travel 
Trailer With Shower, Gas/ Electric Ref. , 
Heater, used only four times. A steal at 
$4,WO - make offer, 934-9015 . 
Gay male would like gay male or female 
to share 6 room apt. w/ garage in 
Lewiston. Rent is $125.00 plus V2 of 
utilities. Call John after 6 at 783-6758. 
I 
-personals 
TO ANSWER PERSONALS: 
Replies to Our Paper personals should 
be. s1;1nt to Our Paper, P.O. Box 1732, 
Smith Lewiston Station, Lewiston, ME 
04240 and must indicate on the envelope 
what number ad you are answering. 
(Responses not · doing so will be 
returned.) If an ad contains a box 
number, please respond directly to "Box-
hollder" at that address . 
* * 
Lewiston-Auburn area BiWM 28 
looking for same for fun and good times'. 
· I have a porno mag collection and hot 
films. I'm also into hot photo sessions. 
All replies answered. Send photo and 
phone. · #1 
APHA: Rights of Gays 
By Roberta 
The American Public Health Associa-
tion (APHA) has joined with the Ameri-
can Psychological Association and the 
American Psychiatric Association in 
filing a brief to the Supreme Court 
supporting the decriminalization of 
variant sexual behavior. 
Currently, New York State has a law 
which "prohibits loitering or remaining 
in a public place for the purpose of 
having or soliciting 'deviant sexual 
intercourse1." This includes " acts 
between persons not married with 
contact between the p~nis and anus, the 
mouth and penis or· the mouth and 
vulva." (Maine has no such law.) 
APHA maintains that such variant 
sexual expression is ,"biologically 
natural and extremely common among 
both heterosexuals and homosexuals." 
Furthermore, APHA supports the 
premise that this behavior is neither 
pathological nor harmful. "Indeed, the 
repression of desires for such expres-
sion can lead to dysfunction and 
pathology." 
Hurrah! Another group emerges from 
the Dark Ages! 
PURe()SE 
OUR PAPER ia published monthly by-the 
OUR PAPER Collective, P.O. Box 10744 
Portland, Maine 04104. The purpoee of OUR 
PAPER is to .serve aa a voice for lesbians and 
gay men in Maine: We wi!h the n~aper to 
be a source of information, support· and 
affirmation, and a vehicle for celebration, by 
and for members of the lesbian and gay men's 
communities. We want the paper to reflect our 
diversity, as well. · 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
We will consider for publication any 
material that broadens our understanding of 
our lifestyles and of each other. Views and 
opinions appearing in the paper are those of 
the authors only. 
All material submitted must be signed and 
include an address and/or phone number, so 
we can contact ,the author should we need to 
consider editorial revisions. However, within 
the pages of the newspaper, articles can 
appear anonymously, upon request, and 
strict confidentiality will be observed. No 
revisions or rejections of material will occur 
without dialogue with the author. 
We welcome and encourage all our readers 
. to submit material.for publication and share 
your comments, criticisms and positive 
feelings with us. Remember, OUR PAPER is 
Your Paper!!! DEADLINE for each issue is 
the 10th of the month. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions are $10 for 12 issues. Make 
checks payable to "OUR PAPER." All 
submissions and correspondence should be 
sent to OUR PAPER, P .O. BOX 10744, Port-
land, Maine 04104. . 
.OUR PAPER COLLECTIVE 
Fred Berger 
Doug Cruger 












K. Max Mellenthin 
John Frank 
Men Against Rape 
Commentary 
. By B.J. Aaron 
· Recently a Portland bar scheduled an 
event· to be known as "New Bedford 
Night." Prizes were to be awarded tci 
contestants in three categories related to 
their sexual appeal" and their ability to 
utilize that appeal to advantage. (Sorry, 
the actual categorial titles are not 
quotable.) 
Some found the idea of such .a contest 
totally unappealing and somewhat 
dangerous. Its making light of the recent 
multiple rape of a New Bedford, Mass. 
woman was not taken lightly. Its treat-
ment of a violent crime as being 
humorous was not seen as . being 
especially funny. And its potential to 
rouse a major division within the gay/ 
lesbian community was great. 
Certain individuals saw fit to bring 
their concerns to the bar's owners and to 
ask them to consider cancelling this 
event. Their concerns were heard and 
the event was cancelled. 
It would be easy to dwell on the fact 
that such an event would even be con-
sidered much less planned. I choose 
instead to cominend those responsible 
for its cancellation. · 
Firstly, it is commendable that con-
cerned invididuals took the time and 
extended themselves to make their 
views known to the owners of the bar, 
instead of just sitting back and letting 
the event talce place unopposed. In par-
ticular, it is noteworthy that gay men 
came forward to voice oppositjo~ to an 
event that minimized the seriousness of 
violence. against women. 
Secondly, let's not forget the bar 
owners. It would have been easy for 
~m to simply maintain their right to 
sche u e the event in their establish- . 
ment and to have gone ahead with it as 
planned. They did not. The cancellation 
of "New Bedford Night" is demonstra-
tive of community concern on their part 
and of sensitivity to the views of their 
patrons. 
Lastly, we can all learn from this 
event that our opinions count and that 
we have a responsibility to voice them 
from time to time. We all had much at 
stake here. A potentially · violent and 
destructive event was averted and 
became a growth oriented experience 
becase we as a community became 
involved. What could have separated us 
brought us together. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attention Women Motorcyclists: 
Women's Motorcycle Festival '84, Up-
state New York, Aug. 24th-27th. For 
information write: W.M.F . '84, 7 Lent 
Avenue, Leroy, N .Y. 14482. Open to the 
first 200 paid entrants. 
* College of the Atlantic is sponsoring 
Margie Adam in concert on Friday, May 
11, at 8 p.m. at St. Saviours Church, Mt. 
Desert St;, Bar Harbor. Free child care 
will be provided. Tickets are $4 and can 
be obtained by sending a check or money 
·order made out to "College of the 
Atlantic" to Margie Adam Concert, 
COA, Bar Harbor, ME 04609. The tickets 
will be held on reserve at the door. 
Tickets (if available) will also be sold at 
the door . Seating limited to 400. Call 288-
5015 for information . 
* Papa Joe's will sponsor a weekend trip 
to Quebec City on May 27 and 28. The 
$60 per person fee includes round trip 
bus fare from Augusta plus a room 
(double occupancy) at the Chateau 
Frontenac. For more information see 
Dick or Anne at Papa Joe's or call 623-
4041. 
* 
Not a -Joke 
By Myles Rightmire 
I lived for a dismal year on the comer 
of Superior and Belmar in East Cleve-
land, Ohio. Mine was a grungy, small 
apartment in an old brownstone walk-
up. Crime was commonplace in· our 
neighborhood. 
The old woman who lived above me 
had been mugged once in our entry. I 
found her in a heap on going down to 
collect my mail. When the police brought 
the kids who mugged her back, she 
refused to identify them. She knew they 
would be released; she was afraid they 
would come back. · 
A young woman lived below me. We 
shared a floor / ceiling. We heard each 
ether's morning alarms. I heard her dog 
bark, her arguments with her boyfriend. 
She heard my music, my singing in the 
shower. When she and her boyfriend 
would argue late at night, I'd bang on 
the floor arrd they would quiet down. We 
got along okay. 
She and I always complained to each 
other about the burnt-out lights in the 
stairwell, always said "Hi" in the hall. I 
thi:nk she translated business corre-
spondence. I taught school. Then she 
seemed to disappear. A friend across the 
hall and I suspected that she had gone 
on vacation. But we were wrong. She 
had been abducted on the street. She had 
been raped by several men and thrown 
out of a car ai high speed on the express-
way. Toe two weeks had been spent in a 
hospital. Her jaw had been broken and 
was wired shut. She had lost a lot of skin. 
Her back was messed up. My friendly 
neighbor was lucky to be alive. 
She had been cared for by and had 
spoken with women from the rape crisis 
center; however, after her hospit~lim 
tion she refused their services. She would 
wake up at night screaming to our 
common wall. Somehow or other she 
knew my light taps meant for her to 
come up. I would make tea and roll a 
joint. We would smoke and talk - she 
through the wires holding her jaw in 
p\ace. She had medical bills - insurance 
didn't cover it all. She'd.lost work and 
income. She didn't have rent money. She 
needed food stamps. She needed to heal 
herself. By this time the boyfriend was 
gone and she was alone. Our late night 
chats continued. I made her soup broths 
that she could drink through a straw, 
brewed tea, rolled more joints and just 
kept nudging her to the phone. 
Eventually · she got help. Her life 
began to come together again. About six 
months later we both moved away from 
that address. I never saw her again. 
When I read about rape, New 
Bedford's or any other, I think about my 
neighbor - of her bruised and broken 
face· wired shut. What happened to my 
neighbor happens again and again and 
again. It seems so simple, so clear, so 
basic. Women must be free to live lives 
without fear of violence. People have a 
right to peace - freedom from nuclear 
holocaust, meltdown, toxic environ-
. ments and foods, freedom from any 
rape. What happened to my neighbor 
has happened to my sister, my niece, a 
roommate from grad school -to many, 
many women. Rape cannot be a joke. 
PIANO-GAR! 
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G,AV -PEOPLES ALLIANCE UPDATE 
By Phil Gautreau 
Spring is here, the season of re-birth 
and the end of the 1983-84 academic 
year. Two very pleasant thoughts. 
So, spring is a time of change, an 
opportunity to come · out of the closet. 
(That ·wasn't meant to be a flawless 
seague.) It's a chance to stand up and be 
pridefully counted as lesbians and gay 
men. It's a chance to stop trivializing 
your lif~ as a closeted gay man or lesbian 
and a chance to offer yourself as a role 
model for lesbians and gay men who 
haven't come out. It's a chance to 
demystify gay lifestyles for straights, to 
personally educate our families and 
friends, .and to publicly educate the 
media. It's a chance to substantiate our 
numbers, and a chance to show that our 
invisible minority won't stand for being 
invisible anymore. 
Coming out can be one of the most 
exhilirating expressions of non-self-
opprei;;sion that you could reward your-
self and others with. And wouldn't it be 
nice if it happened in the spring. 
So, ,on to less confrontational subjects 
. . . Some other changes are taking place 
these days, namely, nominations and 
elections of GPA staff members for this 
summer and the 1984-85 academic year. 
Our GPA coordinator, Steven Waltman, 
and our peer counselor, Bo Bergstrom, 
are both graduating this month from 
USM. As a result, new people are needed . 
to fill: these and other positior~s. On 
April · 6, at the Friday discussion · 
meeting, Diane Matthews and I were 
elected to co-chair the GP A starting this 
summer. Unfortunately, Diane will be 
returning to school at UMO this fall and 
so we'll be searching for a new co-chair-
person at that time. Randy Mosser was 
also ellected as secretary at GPA starting 
this summer. A public relations repre-
sentative, peer counselor, and an office 
I A D8JD.llli881' ......_ • AltY&lW 
interested should drop by the office a t 92 
Bedford Street or call us to talk about the 
positions. 
A diversity of subjects have been 
separately focused on at our Friday 
discussion meetings · during April: 
politics, corning out, and sexism. Our 
"'84 and Counting" discussion concen-
trated on sharing strategies for getting 
delegates to the Maine Democratic Con-
vention elected to the national conven-
tion this summer in San Francisco. 
During that same weekend, GPA, along 
with 1the Harbor Masters co-sponsored 
the fiirst gay/ lesbian voter registration 
drive at 3 locations: the Spring Street 
Gym, the Underground and Cycles. It 
was a tremendous success with 76 
lesbians and gay men joining the rolls 
as newly registered votes in Maine. 
These numb.ers were sent on to the 
National Gay Task Force to add to their 
national count of newly regi·stered 
lesbians and gay men in 1984. The next 
drive is tentatively scheduled for J·uly. 
Many thanks to Fred, Sean, · Penny, 
Charlie, and Robin for offering their 
time to register vo'te:rs during· 'that 
weekend. 
Thanks also to Mark and James of 
Seacoast Gay Men for providing GP A 
members the opportunity to view 
"Closets Are Health Hazards." The · 
Friday evening slide presentation which 
depicts health professionals who have 
chosen to come out for their own health, 
also points out the importance of corning 
out for the health of the general public. 
· These individuals, like many others, 
have risked much in making their 
sexual orientation known. They and 
others continue to provide role models 
for gays and straights and in so doing 
they make our lives more credible. The 
productive, albeit heated, discussion 
that followed "Closets Are Health 
Hazards" split the group down the line: 
those who are out versus those who are 
not so. out. Decidedly, it was agreed upon 
that coming out is a personal choice. 
Another insightful discussion at GPA, 
"Gay Men Exploring Their Sexist 
Issues," brought up more thoughts 
about which we need to be aware, and 
which we need to have reflected in our 
behavior. The title is self-explanatory. 
The issue itself, how.ever, is wrought 
with complexities. ·The discussion 
participants ranged from those gii_y men 
who didn't feel they were sexist, to those 
who knew that cert'ain elements-of their 
personality were sexist in nature. 
Examples of our own sexist attitudes 
and behaviors were abundant and no 
one walked away from the discussion 
thinking that we are immune to such 
prejudices simply because we are gay 
men. Realizing that consciousness 
· · · doeant 
happen overnight, we agree to h ave 
other discussions of this genre on an 
ongoing basis. The next of these is 
tentatively scheduled .for June. 
Finally, congratulations to Diane 
Matthews on her victorious and hope-
fully precedent-setting case against the 
military. Her determination and 
bravery for the sake of all ofus are to be 
commended. -
Of note during the month of May are 
scheduled visits by Tom Andrews and 
Gerry Conley, Jr., candidates for th_e 
Maine Senate who are opposing each 
other in the June 12 Democr~tic 
Primary. Both are seeking the support of 
the lesbian and gay communities. 
Andrews will speak on May 11, Conley 
on May 18. Never a dull moment . . . 
. . spring is here. 
MAINE'S ONLY PRIVATE GAY CLUB k 
"COME JOIN. US" w 
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2 BATES STREET 784-2251 
GAME ROOM/ DISCO 
HAPPY HOUR THURS. & SUN. -ALL NIGHT! 
GAY MASQUERADE BALL 
Saturday, May 12 
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By John Frank 
I 
Scenario I. You are walking down a 
street in a predominantly gay section of 
the city. It is night; the street is poorly lit. 
You hear drops falling from the eaves of 
the houses you pass as your footsteps 
fall wetly on the sidewalk. Perhaps you 
are .returning from a movie or going to· 
pick up a few things at the Safeway. 
Suddenly headlights pierce the fog, and 
as the car passes .. . "FAGGOT!" The 
epithet is hurled from the window like a 
stone, and assaults your ears, your 
being, as painfully and as effectively. 
You are reminded again that you are a 
target and that your world is less safe 
than it should be. 
Scenario II. You are standing on a 
comer in the city's warehouse district 
with a friend, laughing ·about not being 
able.to remember where you parked the 
car. It is two and a half hours into 1984, 
and you both are feeling somewhat dis-
oriented from the drinks and from that 
joint you shared in the bar. It happens so 
quickly: You are being beaten in the 
head, each blow accompanied by a blast 
of white light behind your closed eyelids. 
You sink to the sidewalk, curled in a ball. 
Your arms are folded over your head to 
provide what little protection they can 
muster. The blows stop momentarily: 
Your friend has lured the attacker away. 
You feel strangely removed, as if you 
were watching a movie - an observer, 
outside. Again the sickening thud of 
blows, a kick in the side, and silence.You 
unfold yourself, stand unsteadily. YOU 
feel your head; it is wet. You bring your 
hand away covered with your own 
blood. Your friend returns, upset but 
physically unhurt. He comforts you. You 
feel angry, fearful, ashamed, damaged, 
violated. You have become a victim of 
· the terrorist· act of fag-bashing. 
Uncannily you both spot your elusive 
car. You getin and drive towards home, 
bruised but not broken ... not this time. 
\ 
II 
An incident like those described above 
does not end with the act itself. After the 
. immediate act, there is the psycho-
logical impact the · victim must deal 
with. . 
Utilizing my gayness as a source of 
strength has helped me, with time, to 
find it relatively easy to cope with 
occasional verbal harassment. Of 
course it is never pleasant to experience, 
but generally it has become only a minor 
irritant. Fear of the offender has been 
replaced with contempt - not the 
noblest of human emotions, granted, but 
certainly preferable to the former. Some 
will protest that contempt is not fair: We 
are all products of a homophobic society 
and some have not had the inclination 
nor felt the necessity to recognize it as 
such. True enough, but a low social con-
sciousness is no excuse for malicious-
ness· and hatred. 
In my own experience it has been 
difficult to overcome my initial reaction 
to the word, "faggot." I made a con-
scious decision years ago that "you 
cannot hurt me with that word 
anymore." And for the most part I have 
reclaimed it, making it tny own and 
divesting it of its power to wound. But 
there are those times when "FAGGOT!" 
breaks through the armor and rips into 
that place where the hurt still hides. 
That is when I am likely to sink to the 
level of the assailant and retort to some-
thing equally inane and hostile. For that 
short passage oftime, I want to witness, 
no, to cause his suffering . as I have 
suffered from attitudes' similar to his. 
If we really are a civilized people (and 
some would debate that), attempts to use 
the "Product of a Homophobic Society" 
argument in rationalizing a physical 
attack cannot hold. While it may carry 
some truth, there exists behavior that 
constitutes a violation of the basic rules 
by which we live, and anti-gay violence 
is one violation of those rules. I have 
absolutely n<? interest in rationalizing or 
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excusing wh.at is, at its root, an 
irrational act. ·Perpetrators of random 
violence are a menace. They are out to 
maim and even kill. 
My experience with terrorist physical 
abuse brought out feelings more intense, 
more varied and, to some degree, more 
surprising than have incidents of mere 
name-calling. It is difficult and con-
fusing to write about them while I still 
feel them. Further complicating 
matt,ers is that they are felt simulta-
neously, not sequentially: a mixture of 
anger, fear, powerlessness, shame. It is 
still perplexing to me that I feel some-
how 1responsible for the incident. During 
Symposium X in Portland last spring, 
there, was' a workshop to encourage gay 
men to recognize and deal with residual 
homophobia still being carried around 
inside them. I did not attend it, but I 
regret now· my absence. At the time, I 
questioned the value such a workshop 
could! hold for me.' I knew there was no 
homophobia within me. Homophobia in 
gay men? Obviously a contradiction in 
terms. However, in my dealing with the 
AIDS crisis and now with this bashing, 
it is becoming apparent to me that 
perhaps it's not a contradiction after all. 
On a conscious level I know that the 
bashing was an irrational act and that 
no one - myself included - deserves 
such a violation. But at a deeper, more 
secret level there is a suspicion that 
somehow I am to blame. 
After such an experience one begins to 
consider more carefully his or her move-
ments after dark, where the approach of 
a stranger can trigger the fear of the 
possible. I now understand on a 
personal level the reluctance of women 
friends to walk night streets alone. 
Whil,e it is wise to become circumspect 
about these issues, to allow the bashers 
to dictate your movements plays into 
their hands; to permit yourself to sink 
into the lethargy of powerlessness 
awards them victory. And that is some-
thin~r I vehemently refuse to do. 
III 
San Francisco, "Citadel of Gay Free-
dom," is not free from the plague of 
verbal and physical abuse against gay 
men that runs rampant throughout the 
rest of the country as well. Ironically, it 
is probably worse here than in many 
othe1, places. During the time I have 
lived here ...:.... about five months - I've 
been verbally harassed about eight 
times and on one occ~sion physically 
assaulted. In contrast, during the seven 
years in Portland, I was never beaten 
and verbally harassed only three times. 
In allmost every issue of the Bay Area 
Reporter, the S.F. gay weekly, I read 
repo1rts of anti-gay street violence, where 
I find that some do not escape with 
"only" a few bruises. Indeed, some do 
not escape at all. 
Why is the level of violence against 
gay men so high here? The beginnings 
of an answer might be found in two 
related facts: our influence and our 
numbers. 
We have power here. Certainly as a 
group we wield more political, economic, 
and social influence than in any other, 
city iin the country - perhaps the world. 
I'm not implying that we have "taken 
over" the city, but only that we are 
taking responsibility for what is right-
fully ours. From a 'phobe's viewpoint 
this gives cause for alarm and results in . 
an even higher level of resentment and 
hatred. 
Secondly, there is a greater concentra-
tion of us here. Together, most of us 
exhibit some characteristics that 
identify us with our minority group. We 
are, in a word, recognizable. Fortunately 
the closet is not a real option in San 
Francisco. Therefore, those with a 
phobic tendency toward violence have, 
in their eyes, greater cause to do harm 
and a recognizable target upon whom to 
vent that violence. 
IV. 
Here in San Francisco there have been 
several organized responses to random 
violence against the gay community. All 
of them could, and probably should, be 
implemented in any city large enough to 
support a gay community. I reported the 
incident described above to the hotline 
of the Community United Against 
Violence (CUAV), a group formed to 
monitor these and similar incidents, to 
work to improve relations with the 
police, and to assist victims through 
resulting trauma. CUA V also organizes 
marshals to work in conjunction with 
the police in protecting gay marches and 
street celebrations. 
One project of CUA Vis awhistle-stop 
program whereby lesbians and gay men 
are encouraged to carry a whistle and to 
blow it if in danger. Others hearing 
would blow theirs in response and get 
help. A legend of Castro Street is that 
when a man who was being attacked 
blew his whistle, his assailant jumped a 
bus which was at its stop. In response to 
the whistle, passersby sat down in a 
circle around the bus, preventing its 
departure until the police came and 
arrested the assailant! While that 
example is impressive - it impressed 
me, anyway - the success of such a 
program seems largely dependent on 
chance and luck. 
The best response we can have to anti-
gay violence is twofold. First we need to 
develop, ifwe haven't done so already, a 
strong sense of ourselves as gay people. 
We must carry with us the certainty that 
if our mere existence upsets or offends, 
that is not our responsibility. And 
secondly, it is imperative that we 
educate ourselves in self-defense 
methods. Avoidance of trouble - parti-
cularly fist fights - was a major pre-
occupation of mine while growing up. I 
suspect that is not atypical of many a 
sissy's past. I still abhor physical 
violence, but it is eminently dear to me 
that we must be ready for times when we 
may be faced with the necessity of 
defending ourselves. Armed with a 
knowledge of self-defense tactics and 
with an awareness of when we are vul-
nerable to attack, we can no longer be 
easy targets. In effect, we are saying to 
those who would harm us, "NO! I am not 
your victim!" 
So the next time a self-defense class 
begins, 'I will be there. I advise anyone 
reading this to seriously consider taking 
a course also. I fervently hope an assault 
never happens to you, . . . but it could. Be 
ready. 
Portland Candidates Surveyed 
to choose what or what n ot they should 
read, see, hear, etc." 
On a gay rights ordinance Romanow 
says, "I would support and propose such 
legislation if there was a demonstrable 
need for such legislation. I would have to 
be convinced that such discriminations 
exist and exist to a point where the only 
corrective remedy 'would be legislation." 
Romanow's opponents for the District 5 
·seat being vacated by Mayor William 
Troubh are Ronald Dorler and 
Benjamin Mancuso III. 
The third City Council race -is in 
District 4 which incl1,1des the Deering 
and East Deering sections of the city. 
Vincenzo DePaolo, James Banks Sr., 
and Cheryl Leeman are running for the 
se at being vacated b y Barbara 
Reid man. 
Two candidates for School Committee 
are running unopposed. Claire P . Smith 
is unopposed for the District 5 seat and 
Alan Levenson is unopposed for an at-
large seat. In District 4, Anna-Ruth 
Stewart and Lynne Meehan are 
opposing each other. Mary Rose Starr 
and Joseph Cloutier are also opposing 
each other for an unexpired at-large 
-School Comittee seat. 
Editorial Comment: 
Rick' Romanow 
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Announcement 
WOMONWRITES '84, the 6th Annual 
Southeastern Lesbian Writers Con-
ference, will be held in Central Geo~gia 
June 7th through June 10th. For m9re 
information and registration 'applica-
tion, send a self-addressed· sfamped 
envelope to:·woMONWRlTE8''8'4, 7·134 
5th A--ve., St~ Petersbutg,' FL ' 8'3710. If 
you'd like to lead ·- or -facilitate . a 
workshop, send -a: bri!lf 'descr,iption' to: 
Workshop · Goordiiiator,-· 296' -vi:ckers 
Drive, Atlanta, GA 30307.' - · ~ • '"' -
\ • I_. .... • - • • • • ..: . •., \ 
Songs of the Spirit. - ·an evening of 
songs and signing to . celebrate the 
history of liberation and the gifts· of 
humanness with Beth.Edmonds, accom-
panied 'by Susan Lippert, pi,ahist, and 
Jane Crosby, sign.langµa'ge interpreter. 
On Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 at the First 
Parish Congregational Church, 30 Main 
St. in Freeport. $3 donation (children 
under 12 free) to benefit the Women's No 
Limit Project, a drive raising funds to 
send a representative from, the Maine 
Re-evaluation Counseling Community 
to· an International Women's Confer-
ence in the Netherlands in-October 1984. 
Tickets at the door or in advance at 
Amaryllis (Exchange St., Portland) or 
Kristina's Bookworld on Bow St. in 
Freeport. Call 761-2195 for information. 
. Traditionally Portland City elections 
have attracted little voter interest. Voter 
turnout is usually less than 9,000 voters 
which is approximately 25% of those 
eligible. Incumbents are almost always 
re-elected. With so few people voting it 
would be easy for a few hundred gay and 
lesbian voters united behind one candi-
date to sway an election. The potential is 
tremendous. As is obvious from the 
minimal response to our survey, gay 
men and lesbians are not now taken 
seriously as a voter bloc. Perhaps we 
shouldn't be, but I predict big changes in 
the future. Please register and vote. 
Registration at City Hall is open until 
8:00 pm on election day. 
............................................................................ :. 
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Commitment to Ourselves and· Our Community By Elze 
Due to popular demand, and despite 
Elze's reluctance, the following is an 
edited version of Elze's keynote address 
delivered at the Eleventh Maine Gay 
and Lesbian Symposium held in Orono 
March 23-25. 
... When 1 was asked to do this by a 
member of the Steering Committee, I 
had to first think about it for a couple of 
days. You know -when you do a "key-
note" you're supposed to be witty, and 
moving, and say profound things - and 
remember to look at the audience - and 
not to stare at your paper - there's all 
this pressure. And if there's one thing I 
don't need in my life right now, it's more 
pressure. But then I said to myself, 
"Elze - if you're that scared, do it." And 
then I also thought, "Well, why not?! 
Hell - I'm an Orono alumni - Class of 
'78 - and I caused a bit of commotion 
while I was there. So it'll sort of be like 
Homecoming Weekend .. . " 
And then, I thought more about my 
own process - "If you're that scared, do 
it" - and I realized that, at least over the 
last ten years, I've made many decisions 
based on the level of fear I've felt. "Ifit's 
that scary, there must be a reason for 
doing it, so do it." The fear that is born in 
considering a particular course of 
action has been, for me, a standard by 
which I decide whether or not to act. 
And, I think that's true for many of us, 
as gay men and lesbians who, on a daily 
basis, must make decisions - many of 
them difficult and scary - precisely 
because of who we are. Decisions that 
other people are not faced with because 
they are more socially acceptable 
human beings. 
And I started thinking back on those 
years I spent here at Orono - and I 
realized that I was scared for a good per-
centage of those three years. There were 
a few of us - too few, actually - who 
carried the burden of ensuring that an 
openly gay and lesbian presence would 
exist on this campus ... of ensuring that 
people here would-not forget that gay 
And why do we keep doing it? What 
drives the Bowdoin Gay/ Straight 
Alliance to meet amid mounting homo-
phobia on that campus? What drove 
Northern Lambda Nord two years ago to 
construct a very gay and lesbian snow 
sculpture for the · Caribou Winter . 
Carnival? What drove members of the 
Gay Health Action Committee in Port-
land to act out their hustling fantasies in 
Deering Oaks Park - where they went 
in and zapped their "customers" with 
information about AIDS! A very 
creative action, I thought - one of the 
year's best! What drives us to keep doing 
it? 
Now, each ofus, of course, brings with 
us into any movement our own 
particular backgrounds, needs, joys and 
pains, and political and ethical beliefs 
which influence why we do what we do. 
Probably many of us share, to a greater 
or lesser extent, -a fancy for exhibi-
tionism. It certainly helps, anyway. I 
think it probably helped the Gay Health 
Action Committee in Deering Oaks 
Park. But, of course, there are other 
reasons - deeper reasons. 
men and lesbians existed ... of ensuring r ....Aso..b.A.~ 
that people here would know that gay 
men and lesbians were not an oddity In a conversation with a friend during 
that one simply read about in the news- the past year, I put into words for the 
papers or in Time Magazine . . . of first time something about my early 
ensuring that people here would come to childhood upbringing that had - I was 
a conscious awareness that gay men surprised to realize - a positive 
and lesbians flowed in and out of their influence on: my life - something I dis-
daily lives. That we sat next to them in missed at a very early age, but which 
classroms. That we lived with them in I've since been able to value. I am 
dormitories. That we socialized with embarrassed in many ways to say I grew 
them in the student union. And yes - up Catholic. I even went to a Catholic 
I'm proud to say - that we even danced primary school. Now, growing up 
among them at the Senior Prom! There Catholic certainly has its disadvan-
were a few of us who carried the respon- tages and I'm still amazed at times that I 
sibility of openly confronting the myths turned out as well as I did. We had to live 
and stereotypes · which are used to under the fear of going to hell ... and the 
dismiss or trivialize all of our lives. Now de.vii was always around the corner 
that's a high pressure situation. I was waiting to grab you ... and once a week I 
stressed out most of the time. And, I felt had to kneel in this tiny, dark confes-
isolated. I felt afraid. My personal life sional booth and tell the priest how 
was always in a shambles. I developed many times I disobeyed my mother and 
these incredible defense mechanisms. father in order to save my soul. Oddly 
So, when I left Orono, I went into enough, every week it was exactly 10 
therapy ... the bestdecisionievermade. times! 
Now, as I thought back on those three ... But there was one ethic in the 
yeas, and as I reflected on those feelings Catholic Church that struck at some-
- the fear, the stress, and the isolation, thing in my core, even as a child - an 
a very intense, warm feeling started ethic which seemed right - an ethic 
surging in my gut, and I said to myself, which made sense - an ethic which felt 
"How brave we were! How courageous - just - "the poor - the downtrodden -
we were!" And as I look out at all of you will inherifthe earth." 
gathered in this room today, I Now, we all know that the Catholic 
experience that feeling again - about Church's actions, in this country any-
all of us. How courageous we all are - way, leave a lot to be desired in terms of 
every day of our lives - because of who living out that ethic ... as it's been 
we are and how we are trying to be in historically misogynist, anti-Semitic, 
this world. Our very lives -the fact that racist and homophobic. And we also 
we simply continue to be - the fact that know that by that ethic they mean we'll 
we continue to challenge those who inherit the world when the world comes 
would deny us our existence - our very to an end. 
lives are acts of resistance against But, if we take that ethic seriously and 
institutions and attitudes which are integrate it with a political conscious-1 
oppressive to many groups of people, in ness - a consciousness of the connec-
that they attempt to deny us - and tion between our oppression and the 
members of those other groups - oppression of other people - pe·ople of 
political, economic, social and spiritual color, old people, Jews, po~r peo le; 
value. physically-challenged people, en, 
And then, as I thought more about my gay men and lesbians - d if we 
years at Orono, I asked myself, "Why believe we should inherit the world n:)W 
did we do it? Why did we go .through all. -;- we have a huge movement for 
that pain, and stres~ and isolationr 1' ,p~litical, economic and social justice. 
There was also an individual who had 
a powerful influence on me in my early 
formative years - an individual" who 
seemed to live out that ethic I was 
learning. Now, remember, I was very 
young. That individual was a male - I 
had no female role models at that time, 
unfortunately, with whom I could 
strongly identify ... except perhaps Joan 
of Arc. You know - in Catholic school 
you have to read all about the saints. I 
didn't like so much theideaofridinginto 
battle, but I did fancy the idea of 
dressing like a man. Anyway, this man 
went by the name of Robin Hood. I read 
Robin Hood at least a dozen times when 
I was a kid . Not orily because I loved to 
clim1b trees and build tree forts. And not 
only because I've always had a fantasy 
of being the leader of a gang. (Those who 
know me well know Ihavethatfantasy.) 
But because of its message - you take 
from the rich and you give to the poor. 
(Now, I don't m~an to offend all the rich 
people in the .audience, l?ut I would ask 
· you to take a look at where you're 
putting your money.) But, reading that 
book, and at the same. time going to 
school in a poor and working-class 
Italian neighborhood where they .'were 
teaching me that the poor shall inherit 
the earth - it all clicked. It came 
together. Robin Hood's actions were a · 
iogical extension of that ethic I was 
learning. It made sense. It felt right. It 
felt just. 
I'm sure we can all point to similar 
influences in our early lives which have 
mad,e us the wonderful dykes and fags I 
we are today - but I want to go on and 
talk about another influence on us 
whic:h, I believe, contributes to why we 
do thing that we do in and for this move-
ment. I want to talk about the word 
"commitment." And I want to talk about 
commitment on several levels - com-
mitment to ourselves; commitment to 
each other; and commitment to a move-
ment. · 
Commitment to ourselves means 
many things, of course, from taking care 
of our bodies to meeting our needs for 
intimacy, to saying "No" when we just 
can't handle another meeting that week. 
But I want to talk briefly about one 
aspect of commitment to ourselves that I 
feel we lose sight of in this madness of 
our daily lives. 
I firmly believe that every action we 
take within a movement for justice -
such as the gay and lesbian liberation 
movement - is an act of self love - an 
act of self-affirmation - no matter how 
insig~ificant we may feel it is. And, I 
firmlly believe that our acts of resistance 
are a. vital part of our process of working 
out our own internalized homophobia -
our own fear of ourselves and each other 
as gay and lesbian human beings. 
Every time we walk hand-in-hand 
down the street with our lover, we are 
engaging in an act of self-love and 
testing our own homophobia and the 
homophobia of'our sisters and brothers. 
Whe111 Terry Wallace chose to fight for 
his job in Milo, Maine, he engaged in an 
act of self-love, as well as making an 
incredible contribution to a civil rights : 
movement. When the Bowdoin Gay I 
Straight Alliance answers the homo-
phobic, hate-filled accusations and lies 
of the Bowdoin Patriot, they are 
engaging in acts of self-love. When 
Diane Matthews of South Portland 
decided to challenge her dismissal from 
ROTC (ROTC at Orono, we should note) 
in the courts, she engaged in an act of 
self-love, as well as making a significant 
contribution to a civil rights movement. 
When those of us who are gay and 
lesbian parents make the decision that 
we have a right to raise our children, we 
are engaging in acts of self-love. When I, 
as a feminist and as a lesbian, and as a 
member of Maine Freeze Voter '84, the 
Political Action Committee of the Maine 
Freeze Campaign, make a statemnt that 
I cannot, as a woman and as a lesbian, 
vote in the upcoming elections solely on 
the basis of a candidate's support for the 
freeze, I am engaging in an act of self-
love. (I will never forget the poster I saw 
in New York City during that huge 
March for Disarmament - which read 
"Moral Majority Member for Disarma-
ment." I said to myself, "There's some-
thing . not quite right here.") Wben 
Joanne Dauphinee so clearly and elo-
quently and so continuously speaks her 
strong feminist politics from the heart, 
she is engaging in an act of self-love. 
When we challenge homophobic jokes -
when we testify before the legif>lature on 
the gay and lesbian rights bill -we are 
engaging in acts of self-love. 
Why did we do what we did at Orono 
those years? Why did we face the pain, 
and the stress, and the isolation? Why 
do many of us do the things that we do 
on a daily basis? Why do we keep doing 
it? Yes - because social justice is 
ethically right. Yes - because we 
deserve .political, economic and social 
power now. Yes - because we may 
believe that the poor and the down-
trodden should inherit the earth. But 
also because we must do it if we are to 
love ourselves. We do it because we must 
love ourselves enough. We do it because 
we must learn to love ourselves and that 
can be difficult. We do it because it helps 
us eradicate the homophobia existing 
within ourselves. We do it because we 
have to. We do it because silence is 
dangerous. Silence is dangerous because 
then, in their- minds, we don't exist. 
Those of us who do it, do it to protect all 
of us from the silence. We do it to help all 
of us learn to love ourselves. We do it 
because we love ourselves enough to 
claim a place on this earth. We do it 
because we have to learn to love our-
selves enough to come to believe that we 
deserve a place on this earth. 
One thing _that always bugs me about 
the straight press is that they like to 
focus on how miserable and oppressed 
we are. Now, this is an extreme example, 
but - the Bowdoin Patriot, a conserva-
tive newspaper put out by the Bowdoin 
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College Republicans, ran an article in 
which the writer stated: "I have never 
once seen a happy homosexual. All the 
homosexuals I've seen are sickly and 
decrepit" - now he gets poetic - "their 
eyes devoid of life." Let me see your eyes. 
Incredible!!!! I would like to think that 
Stephen Laffey, who wrote this piece of 
trash, made a hasty judgment when he 
walked into the Bowdoin College 
infirmary one day and saw all the Gay I 
Straight Alliance members stricken 
with the flu - but I don't really think 
that's what happened. 
Maybe some of you also saw the article 
in the Portland Evening Express not too 
long ago - the headline read "Gays 
Face Hostility, Harassment." The inter-
viewees talked about lots of topics that 
day, but that was the bent the reporter 
chose for the article. Just once I'd love to 
oepn the Maine Sunday Telegram and 
turn to the Home and Family _section, 
and read about a gay or lesbian couple 
who built their solar-heated dream 
house and are living happily as gay or 
lesbian rights activists, balancing that, 
of course, with their full-time jobs. 
I think m y point is: they are not going 
to affirm us. We have to affirm our-
selves! Many of us participate in this 
movement for justice because we believe 
that oppression is wrong. We recognize 
oppression and choose to work towards 
eradicating it. But I believe we must also 
remember that we do it out oflove - love 
for ourselves and for each other. We do it 
because we are trying to love ourselves. 
And each time, within this movement, 
we make a decision which raises fear in 
our guts - whether that decision is 
about coming out, or going to a political 
party convention as an openly gay or 
lesbian delegate, or dancing in a 
straight bar, or holding hands with our 
lover on Main Street - we are saying to 
ourselves and to the world - "I am of 
value." 
I have to add, too, that my three years 
at Orono were not just filled with fear 
and loathing. We had fun. What's nicest, 
and very convenient, about a university 
campus such as Orono is that you have 
this J arge, captive,...,audience. Lots of 
people living and eating in very large 
spaces, so that the potential for con-
structiv,e mischief is infinite. In 1978, we 
in the Wilde-Stein Club birthed Gay Blue 
Jeans Day - a tradition which I hope is 
continuing. The concept is very simple. 
On that day you ask all the lesbians and 
gay men and our straight supporters to 
wear blue jeans! On a college campus 
it's real easy to pull off. You run off a few 
hundred flyers, get a half dozen people 
together, and you leaflet all the places 
where your captive audience spends its 
time, particularly the cafeterias. You 
can imagine what happens!!! That year, 
the laundromats were filled with people 
- until all hours of t!J,e night- washing 
their polyester. We did that because it 
was fun - because it had educational 
and media value - because it had shock 
value (it did manage to shock a lot of 
people), because we wanted to turn t~e 
whole campus upside down (and we did 
manage to accomplish that, laundry 
bags included). But we also did it 
because it forced all of us - gay, 
lesbian and straight alike - gay and 
lesbian, whether we were in or out of the 
closet - to confront our own 
homophobia. 
. - Tiil '' I\\ ''\r -_ -
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Now I want to talk ·about "Commit-
ment To Each Other." This is a toughie. 
But, I'm going to give it a go. And, as I 
talk about commitment to each other, I 
have to talk from my experiences within 
the gay community, and from what I see 
happening sometimes between lesbians 
and gay men. I don't know enough about 
the gay male community to talk about 
what happens between gay men. But 
maybe some of this will strike a chord. 
I've heard a number of newcomers to 
Maine describe our gay and lesbian com-
munity as more open, less judgmental, 
less· "politically-correct-oriented," less 
politically divisive than the commu-
nities in the larger cities from whence 
they came. 
Now, that may be true. Or, it may just 
be that we don't yet know that we should · 
be divisive around some of the issues 
that we haven't gotten divisive over yet. 
Many things do hit Maine later than 
they hit other places and perhaps 
political divisiveness is one of those 
things. 
I However, those of us who have been 
around Maine for a while know that we, 
too, are very skilled at generating con-
troversy. We, too, have our political and 
social divisions. And, we, too, are very 
·capable of hurting, dismiss ing , 
trivializing and ignoring each other, 
and devaluing each other's work. 
If I were to look at the last nine or so 
years of my life on video, I would pro-
bably shudder at some of the things I've 
said and done to various people with 
whom I've participated in groups ... not 
out of maliciousness, because I'm not a 
malicious person, but out of ignorance or 
insensitivity. Some of those people are in 
this room. I will not ask you to stand up. 
~~~--E::, 
I remember that after Maine Lesbian 
Fe,ninists got organized back in 1976, 
we had heated arguments around what 
our individual responsibilities were for 
child care . . . and as to whether or not our 
meetings should be drug-free. After 
these controversies, some women left 
and never returned. Many of us here who 
have worked on organizing past Sym-
posiums will remember that the first 
planning was often a fight - and then · 
we got down to the tasks, but usually 
with a few less people. For two years in a 
row, 1980 -and '81, we had a smashing 
Take Back The Night event in Portland. 
In 1982 and '83 . .. it didn't happen. In the 
process of pulling off two incredibly 
successful events, women had been hurt 
by other women. We pulled them off, but 
· we also pulled apart. I'm sure many ofui, 
in this room have had similar experi-
ences if we've ever been a part of a group 
working on social change. 
As we do the work that we do, within 
this movement and other movements, I 
believe we must define, for ourselves, 
what we mean by commitment to each 
other - I believe we each must decide 
whether we even feel that such commit-
ment is important - and, we must then 
translate those values of commitment 
into action - we must then behave in 
ways that reflect such commitments. 
And, in coming to terms with how we 
relate to the notion of commitment to 
each other, we must ask ·ourselves a 
number of questions: 
* Why am I here (wherever here is)? 
* What do I wish to see happen from 
this .event? or tp~s caIIlpaign? . or from 
this group? 
* What do I believe is necessary for a 
strong lesbian movement? for a gay 
male movement? for a lesbian and gay 
male movement? for a woman's 
movement? for any movement? 
* What is my vision for a world and 
what do I feel is necessary in order to 
accomplish that vision? 
* Are there things about these people 
around me which I value? Are they 
important to me? 
Our answers to these questions will 
inform the choices we make as to how we 
will treat each other. 
Now, these are, of course, very easy 
questions to answer. That's why I'm not 
going to answer them. Actually, I keep 
changing my answers from day to day. 
So I want to talk briefly about how I 
rel~te, today, to ·the notion of commit-
ment to each other. I believe that all of us 
must - on some level - be commited to 
each other if we are to survive and grow 
as a movement. , 
When I say commitment to each other, 
one of the things I mean is that we make 
a commitment to listen to each other. 
And, a vital aspect of listening that I'm 
learning about, with great difficulty , is 
knowing and acknowledging when I 
don't know enough about some of the 
things that I want to start arguing 
about. 
Now I, and most of the pe~ple I know 
in this room, can argue effectively about 
anything - from what constitutes 
politically-correct sexual practices, to 
appropriate dyke or fag fashion, to how 
drag queens oppress women, to how 
lesbians wrongly dismiss drag queens, 
to why we must not eat meat, to why we 
must participate in the peace move-
ment, to why we must not participate in 
any movement except the gay and 
lesbian liberation movement, and on . . . 
and on ... and on. 
As an example from my own exper-
ience - lesbian S&M has been a hot 
issue across the country within the 
lesbian community. Our newspapers 
have been filled with debates on the 
topic - lesbian S&M groups have been 
barred from meeting in some women's 
centers - women on both sides have 
been ridiculed, hurt, attacked -it's a hot 
one! Last year at the Maine Gay and 
Lesbian Symposium, the -most well-
attended lesbian workshop-maybe the 
most well-attended workshop! -was the 
SEX workshop. We were ripe to talk 
about sex. And it was a wonderful work-
shop. Now, I had been reading a lot of 
stuff, both pro and con, on S~M. I went 
into the workshop extremely impressed 
with the courage and openness and the 
risk-taking that I saw in many of the 
writings by S&M lesbians. I also went 
into the workshop with very negative 
emotions about some of the images of 
S&M sex contained in the writings. 
What I do admire, though, about S&M 
dykes, is that they're talking about sex. 
Anyway, during the workshop, a 
friend of mine shared with the group her 
participation in S&N1. And I said to 
myself - and then out loud - here is 
this woman who I love, whose politics I 
admire, and I didn't know about this 
part of her life, and now I do - am I 
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to attack her for that? Dismiss her'!No! I 
can't! There's too much about her I value 
- too much about her that I love. I don't 
know enough about all this stuff to get 
into an argument. I need to listen more 
- to ask her about that part of her life. I 
need to shut up. 
Now, I think our quick minds are 
something we should value. And the 
way we can use words is something to 
value. And, I am not saying we must 
tolerate intolerable beh!_lvior from each 
other. I am not saying we must listen to 
attitudes from each other which are 
oppressive to us. But, I do believe that it 
is vitally important for each of us to 
share with each other our lives. And, I 
believe it is vitally important that we 
listen to each other's accounts of our 
lives. and try to understand ".YhY we each 
we listen to each other's accounts of our 
lives and try to understand why we each 
make the choices that we do. And, I 
believe that when we disagree with each 
other, we must try to disagree in ways 
that may bring us closer together, rather 
than pushing us farther .apart. 
Now, I believe those things because of 
my own answers to the questions I posed 
earlier. For me, it comes down to, though 
this is an over-simplification - but it 
comes down to the fact that: if and when 
the shit hits the fan , I want as many of 
us next to me as possible - I want the 
queens out there with me, and I want the 
leather and chain dykes and fags out 
there, and I want the hustlers, and the 
clones, and the lesbian witches - I want 
a large woup out there with me. And, if 
any of them are getting it, I want to be 
there for them, because if they're getting. 
it, I'll be next. Let's not kid ourselves. 
Some of us are simply easier to identify 
than others, so they'll be the first ones 
picked off. But there is no acceptable 
''homosexual" to the Moral Majority. 
When one of us is endangered, we're all 
endangered. And I believe when we 
totally dismiss any one of us, we are 
'dismissing all of us. 
Last year, when a small grO\J.P of us -
women and men -wrote Gay Side Story 
for the Symposium, we had to work 
through some difficult issues around the 
inclusion of some of the characters. Did 
we want them? How did we feel about 
them? How did we want to portray 
them? What issues did we want to raise 
in the play through those characters? 
Would our audience walk out offended? 
Queen B - Clone - Hustl~r - Diese~ -
Bernice, the bar dyke - Isis1 the lef?ln!.l.n 
witch - Sister Turgida Cox, the Sister of . 
Perpetual Indulgence - it was a very 
motley crew. (For those of you who 
missed it, Gay Side Story was a take-off 
on West Side Story. Now, if you aren't 
familiar with West Side Story, you don't 
deserve an explanation.) 
And one of the scenes that encapsu-
lated for me, one of my visions of com-
munity - was where Queen B and the 
other male members of the Queers 
walked into the local thrift shop run by 
Anita, the very politically-correct dyke. 
And Queen B was flouncing around 
looking at chiffon, and irritating the hell 
out of the women. Anita had some harsh 
continued on page 9 
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----Returning Lesbian Views Southern Maine----
The first thing I had to establish was a 
title for today's accomplishment. That's 
an ongoing problem of mine: What to 
call the thing. I was first asked two 
weeks ago to write an article for ·this 
paper. "Whadday:a .~ant me tuh sayr I 
asked. See? I was already-picking up my 
Mainese .....!.. that only took three weeks. 
"Whateve{ you want,'' she said. So, I 
took a trip thgit ~eekend and, while 
driving, wrote 'down my thoughts. Well, 
why not? Some"" peopl'e>'drink and drive. 
o ·n my return, I repeated the question. 
This time: "Why don't you write about 
what it feels like to be returning to 
Maine?" My heart fell - there went all 
"my sagacity and ageless wisdom -
down the' tube. "New lesbian returns to 
southern · Maine" - nope. "Lesbian 
returns to new Southern ~aine" - nope. 
. 
After an hour of playing with words, I 
settled for the title as you now see it. 
My first re-'.encounter with Maine logic 
came in less than 24 hours of my return. 
That happened with the mailman, and I 
had been warned about him: "Put your 
names on the inside of the mailbox so 
he'll be able to see them." So I dutifully 
took a 3M Post-It, put our names on it 
and stuck it to the inside of the mailbox 
door. I met him that notorious day and 
asked for. my mail. He said, 'Who are 
you?" and I told him (You mean you 
don't know WHO I AM?) "Put your 
name inside the box." (Oh, yeah?) "I did 
that." How the hell did I know he opens 
the thing from the back, that he suffers 
from myopia and couldn't see the front 
of the box? 
"Take this hea-uh cahd (handing me a 
When You Meet a Lesbian: . 
Hints for the Heterosexual Woman 
ByG.G. 
1. Do not run screaming from the room. This is rude. 
2. If you must back away, do so slowly and with discretion. 
3. Do not assume she is attracted to you. 
4. Do not assume she is not attracted to you. 
5. Do not assume you are not attracted to her. 
6. Do not expect her to be as excited about meeting a heterosexual as you may 
be about meeting a lesbian. She was probably raised with them. · 
7. Do not immediately start talking a bout your boyfriend or husband in order 
to make it clear that you are straight. She probably alreadr know~. 
8. Do not tell her it is sexist to prefer women, that people are people, and that 
she should be able to love everybody. Do not tell her that men are as 
oppressed by sexism as women and women should help men fight their 
oppression. These are common fallacies and should be understood as such. 
9. Do not invite her someplace where there will be men unless you tell her in 
advance. She may not want to be with them. 
10. Do _not ask her how she got this way. Instead, ask yourself how you got 
yot'l.r way! 
11. Do not assume she is dying to talk about being a lesbian. 
12. Do not expect her to refrain from talking about being a lesbian. .. 
13. Do not trivialize her experience by assuming it is a bedroom issue only. She 
is a lesbian twenty-four hours a day. 
14. Do not assume that because she is a lesbian she wants to be treated like a 
man. 
15. Do not assume that her heart ·will leap with joy if you touch her arm ( con-
descendingly ... ? flirtatiously ... ? power-testingly .. . ?). It makes her 
angry. 
16. If you are tempted to tell her she's taking the easy way out, THINK 
ABOUT THAT. 
Compliments of the AD Hoc Public Relations Committee, Atlanta, Georgia 
- Eleanor, Karen a nd Susan. 




• SPONSORED THE BILL TO PREVENT DISCRIMINATION ON 
THE BASIS OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION (GAY RIGHTS BILL) 
in the 109th, llOth, and lllth Maine State Legislatures. 
• OPPOSED THE SO-CALLED PORTLAND OBSCENTTY ORDINANCE 
in the 198-2 local referendum. 
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change of address card), fill it out and 
mail it to the Post Office," he draw led. "I 
already did that at the old address." 
"Well, we have tuh have one hea-uh, too, 
so we know who ya ah." HUNH? SAY 
WHAT? . 
Then there are the interrogators -
you know the ones: "Where ah ya frum ?" 
with tones rising toward the end of the 
question as though to say, "Go on the 
hell back and leave us alone." My first 
experience with them was· on a pre-
move--to-Maine job interview: "Why do 
you want to move to Maine?" (Did you 
ever get the feeling people don't bother to 
r~ad your resume? I had listed the name 
of the high school from which I was 
graduated.) Why not? What is there 
about Maine yov, don't want me to see? 
Then my "counselor-head" took over: 
Better yet, what do you have here that 
you are afraid oflosing ifl live in,Maine? 
I must vibrate a powerful force. Is there 
anything wrong with moving to Maine 
simply because I want to move to 
Maine? "If a man does not keep pace 
with his companions, perhaps it is 
because he hears a different drummer." 
Thanks, Thoreau. 
Even the Unemployment Counselor: 
"Why did you come back to Maine?" -
she needed it for the form she was com-
pleting. Finally, a counselor at a place 
where I am volunteering: "Why Maine?" 
(Why Me.? Sounds like one of my old 
victim tapes.) 
I began to wonder if anyone has ever 
travelled from Portsmouth to Kittery 
across the- I-95 bridge with the car 
windows rolled down. God sits there on 
His golden throne in His lily white 
sneakers 'and pedals His massive ion 
generator at the Maine state line. Do it 
some day - you'll be surprised how 
fresh and clean the air smells, how clear 
the atmosphere is. 
And did you ever look up at night, 
when the stars are out? Thev are so close 
you can almost pick one a·nd put it on 
your lady's finger. 
Or have you ever thrilled at the aurora 
borealis - much more spectacular than 
any fireworks display. And on the coast: 
How about those clams that wash in to 
shore after a winter storm? All the clam-
cakes you can eat for free - provided 
you know how to make them. If you want 
to know how, just ask - just ask anyone 
collectin~ the clams. 
And th~en there is Thunder Hole at Bar 
Harbor. Where else in the world can you 
view such beauty as the ocean rushes 
into the cave after a storm and spews 
way up into the air? 
And what about the judge who dared 
to be different and gave Diane the right 
to be gay in the ARMY ROTC? "As 
Maine goes, so goes the Nation" - by 
God, I hope so. As if that were not 
enough, the gay people are alive and 
well in Maine, also. Ogunquit is the new 
gay capitol of the east and Holly Near is 
coming to Bangor. Even a gay play pre-
sented in Portland - my grandmother 
would turn over! 
I cracked up at a local radio 
announcer. He described icy road condi-
tions by saying: "The speed limit on the 
Mai·ne Turnpike is 45 degrees." 
Speaking of radio stations, that brings 
up a pet peeve. I do wish the Maine 
Library Association would change the 
announcer's pronunciation. I believe the 
word is L•I-B-R-A-R-Y. 
Speaking of libraries, I was appalled 
to walk into the Dyer Li.brary and 
discover I had to pay $3.00 a year 
because I don't live in Saco. Me - who's 
accustomed to free County library 
facilities. Me? Don't you kI}ow WHO I 
AM? 
My other pet peeve has to do with 
speed limits and other drivers. I observe 
speed limits for two reasons: 1. I have an 
·out-of-state.license plate and 2. I'm too 
poor not to. If you happen to be on a fixed 
income, it gives rise to re-thinking your 
driving habits. So, if you get behind me 
and I am driving 25 mph in a 25 mph 
zone, don't ride my bumper - that's not 
gonna make me go any faster. 
But why Maine? My lover's persis-
tence had nothing to do with it - I am 
merely very susceptible to post-hypnotic 
suggestion. After all, I dragged h~r out 
· of Maine three YE:ars ago. Why shouldn't 
I take her back there? Isn't that 
magnanimous? 
Our families and friends planted the 
need and Maine provided the urge. Don't 
ask me "Why Maine?" - I have an 
umbilical relationship with her. Look 
around you - really look - all around 
you; then, ask yourself "why not 
Maine?" I am delighted with her. 
51Pir6ng 51-re~°'l' A Neighborhood Bar· · · 
e~#I~,- BEE~ WINE & POOL ~n I cJl · 117 Spring Street 
fO&r-r CIU\ 
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A Mother's Day • • • 
by gillian gatto truth and strength, they even start 
making choices on their own at 
in about a week or so straight folk all amazingly early ages. imagine my 
over the country will observe something surprise when my then six-year-old 
they call "mother's day." the card and daughter, tavey, informed me that SHE 
flower industries will make a lot of had decided to spend the year in the 
65 MAIN ST. MACHIAS, MAINE 04654 
(207) 255·8420 
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Sunrise Wafftes 
_ money, restaurants will be full and virgin islands with her father! well, who 
people in general will think · good wouldn't want to take advantage of that 
thoughts about their mothers. how opportunity to live in a warm climate 
many of them realize that the original and be exposed to and live in a different 
mother's day was invented by Julia culture where strong black women run 
Ward Howe as a day for mothers every- the schools and government? i was all 
where to speak out for PEACE? not for it but i was, at the same time, dis-
enough know it. not in a world where covering that through raising her to be 
Mon. & Tues. I Wed. - Sat. / Sun. 
SAM - 2PM ' 7AM - 7PM 9AM - 7:t;>M 
motherhood and apple pie and being a strong and independent, i faced having 
"good wife" are the backbones of the ·to be strong myself and to let go. we'd 
patriarchy. but WE know it and WE - been together-for the better part of the those people over and over again but 
lesbians all across the country - five years since my divorce. she had how soon we give up on each other;hen 
usually get out and talk and walk and come to be my best friend and i often we find ourselves at odds or when we 
try to educate ourselves and others- relied on HER strength to get through find ourselves personally hurt by each 
about it. the rough and lonely times of living in ?ther! By hanging in, I mean_ believing 
lesbian motherhood is NOT a support ~ral maine. not be together? wow, i had m what we are doing enough - and 
group for the patriarchy.. at least we to work hard not to lay MY conditioning believing in each other enough - that 
hope we will be able ' to instill SOlJle of being overprotected by MY mother on we will spend the time to confront and 
values in our children that will help end my daughter - who was showing her deal with what hurts us about another's 
oppression. from my perspective, the strength and expressing and asking for actions or words. Look at the time we 
best way to accomplish this is to be as what she wanted. the last words she said spend educating straight people about 
open and truthful as we ·can with our to me in august were "see yoii next year ~ho we are and what our lives are really 
children. for as has been noted by a mom!" h~e, _and look at how we so quickly 
number of writers last month, our so, on this mother's day i will be dismiss each other!!! And, by hanging in 
. children do not have any preconceived without my children and thinking of I also mean asking for help .in dealing 
notions or prejudices. them as future adults who will try to with each other when we need help. 
i knew i was a lesbian when i gave work for peace and an end to oppression. . Spend_ing the time and energy - and 
birth to a son in 1975. i knew it when i i KNOW they will because i taught them . sometunes money! As one example -
gave birth to a daughter in 1977, but it to, and THEY areteachingmeeveryday one small example - which is yet to be 
wasn't until i had an abortion in 1979 what it means to be strong. tested - Those of us who are wokring on 
that i was able to overcome the over- . i wanted to share with you in the _gay Take Back The Night this year have 
whelming negative conditioning i had community my joy on the day ofTavey's arranged for a woman, who is skilled in 
been raised on and finally come out. i birth. this strong little woman who group dynamics and human relations 
can see no reason to continue that nega- walked a machias mother's day march to act as a mediator when two or mor~ 
tive conditioning in raising my own . in patent leather tap shoes and a "tu-tu" women in the group have an issue with 
children. both have been fully aware of and who danced on, my shoulders at a each ?ther that is getting in their way of 
and included in my lesbian relation- michigan women's festival! will she bea working together on the committee. We, 
ships, as well as being included in their lesbian? i don't think it matters - she's as a gay and lesbian community need to 
father's heterosexual relationships. already the strongest woman i know. if try things like that as we work with each 
through these varied experiences they we dare to teach our children the truth other, because this movement needs all 
will have a chance to know themselves they will lead the world to peace. · ' of us. · · 
and be free to truly be themselves when HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY - ALL I believe commitment to each other 
they come to their own choices. YOU STRONG WOMEN , AND also means that those ofus in the closet . 
when we raise our children amidst PEACE. support those of us who are out of the 
~-----------~~~~~-~~~~------------~clo~~becn~we~d~ngilfor~uto~ 
I s-c· -•~ - - "t_,., - Thoseofuswhoare-ouhi-eedyournioney om._mun1 y reading the newspapers, you may have - - if y_ou can afford it, because though 
an inkling of what such an event might paper 1s made from trees, it doesn't grow 
continued from page 7 · 1 Pri t b · mvo ve. zes were o e given to men on trees. We need your emotional 
words for Queen B. And then Diesel and who displayed certain sexual attributes. support - your words of encourage-
Queen B had some words with each Now, for those of you who may not ment, your good wishes. Why? Simply 
other, and Diesel said: "I'll hate you till I know, a woman was gang-raped in a bar because you owe it to us. Because we'r~ 
die, Queenie." And Queen B responded: in New Bedford, Massachusetts, during . fighting your battles as well as our own. 
"Butl'll still be in your life." And Diesel March of '83, by six men who had a And we can be creative in the ways we 
began to walk out- and then she turned cheering squad urging them on. Cover- supp?rt each other. If some people are 
around and said _ "you be careful age of the trail of some of the defendants workmg 40 hours a week organizing for 
walking home, Queen B." Even with has been in the newspapers since the the gay rights legislation and also 
their disagreements, they were all out on begining of the month. working their 40 hour a week jobs take 
the streets together working for the-gay When some members of the gay and care of their children! Or clean' their 
rights ordinance. And they were all out lesbian community got wind of this up- -apartments! Or make them a week's 
on the streets together when it was time coming event, a number of gay men took supply of spaghetti sauce! Or chop their 
to rumble with the Hets. it upon themselves to approach the wood! Or do their grocery shopping! Or 
Now, certainly there are going to be owners in an attempt to have it can- change -the oil in their car! I think you 
times where we disagree and must make celled. They were successful. These men get the idea. 
the choice of pulling away from a parti- recognized that such an event was an l oelieve what makes it difficult for us 
cular group or individual. And, when we obscene joke at the expense of a to support each other at times - to 
must do that, I believe it's related to woman's pain - at the expense of all commitourselvestoeachother-isthat, 
another aspect of commitment. women who live under the threat of when we feel so passionately about the· 
By commitment to .each other, l also sexual violence. These men recognized . injustices that exist in the world, and 80 
mean that we must look within our- that if a gay man had been beaten and passionately about the politics we see as 
selves and come to an awareness and an .battered and gang-raped in South necessary to eradicate those injustices, 
ments, the U.S.-Out-Of-Central America 
movement, and all the .other 
movements. Many of us have enough on 
our hands just making a living and 
raising children. There are not enough 
hours in a day. However, what we can do 
is inform all our work with a conscious-
ness of the particular conditions under 
which all of us live. What we can do is 
inform our daily lives with that 
.consciousness. What we can do is model 
that consciousness for others. And, 
what we can do, within. any movement 
in which we work, is bring with us a con-
sciousness about the oppression of all of 
us and reach out to each other for coalit-
tion-building and mutual support. And, 
we ,niust insist that our issues be 
acknowledged. 
Now, that can be an exhausting and 
stressful process. Within the Maine 
Freeze Campaign, some of us are not 
winning popularity contests .when we 
tell people that we, as Freeze supporters, 
voted for John McKernan because John 
Kerry is against abortion rights. But we 
must make those feelings known, 
because they must become conscious of 
how women's lives are affected by 
people like John Kerry. And, people like 
John Kerry need pressure from all 
sides . . . 
Now, for a "keynote" you're supposed 
to have a real punchy last line. Well, I 
don't have one. My point is that we must 
act from our hearts - in the work that 
· we're doin~ and in..-how we're doing it 
with each other. I believe we must act 
·from self-love, from values of commit-
ment and community. And, I believe, we 
must act from our fears . I believe we 
have to take risks. We take risks all the 
time with the world out there. We need to 
take risks with each other. 
WHERE TO FIND US 
Our Paper is distributed through most 
of the organizations listed in the 
LESBIGAY NETWORK and is 
available at the following locations: 
acknowledgement of how our behavior Berwick, Maine, by a group of straight it is extremely painful to experience 
is oppressive to others and drives people male thugs,- this establishment would hurt, or ignorance, or oppression, or dis- Backstreet, Portland 
away. And, again, we do that by not have planned a "South Berwick missal from those whom we feel should Bangor Public Library 
listening to each other. We still have a Night." Now, the owners of this estab- beourallies.But,Ithinkmypointisthat Bookland, Portland, South Portland 
long way to go _ those of us who are lishment might have . changed their we need to experiment with how we can Brunswick ' 
white, confronting our racism. Those of minds more out of fear of being fire- disagree, share our anger, share our Books Etc., Portland 
us who are non-Jews, confronting our bombed by a group of angry dykes, than demands in ways that may bring us Close Encounters, Portland 
anti-Semitism. Those of us who are out of an understanding of why such an closer together, so that this movement Congress Street Bookstore, Portland 
privileged, confronting how we oppress event is not okay. So, I hope some follow- will grow, both in numbers and in Cycles, Portland 
poor and working-class people. Those up education is being planned. What quality. Glad Day Books, Boston 
of us who are able-bodied, confronting was great about this, is that gay men And now, I want to talk briefly about Good Day M&rket, Portland 
· how we oppress physically-challenged took the responsibility for dealing with Commitment to a Movement. I believe Gulf of Maine Books, Brunswick 
people. Those of us who are male, con- their brothers on this issue. Women did Ginny Apuzzo, the Executive Director of Iris, Portsmouth, N.H. 
fronting how we oppress women. Those not have to do the-work. Hopefully, all of the National Gay Task Force, said it all, Manassas, Portland 
of us who are the more "socially accept- us can think of similar examples. Are during her recent visit to Portland, Members, Portsmouth, N .H. 
able" dykes and fags, confronting how those ofus who are able-bodied teaching when she said, "Our struggle is not New ~af Books, Rockland 
we oppress the "less-socially-accept- .others about why our events need to be complete until there is no more New Ventures, Portland 
able" dykes and fags. And, we must do in wheelchair accessible spaces? Are oppression" . . . that we must be about a Orphan Annie's, Auburn 
more than listen _ because it's also those of us who are non-Jews calling movement which addreses the generic Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop, New 
· h h h each other on our anti-Semitism? issue of opporession -that we must say, York C1'ty 
oppressive w en we expect t at ot er 
groupofpeopletodoallthetalking-all Etcetera. You know what I mean. "No more oppression, period." That we Our Books, Portland 
the work. We have a responsibility to I believe commitment to each other mustgobeyondjtistmakingitokaytobe gapa Joe's, Augusta 
educate ourselves and members of our also means hanging in when the going gay. Portland Public Library 
own group. We have a resp.qnsibility ·to gets rough. When I stop and think about Now, certainly none of us have time to Sportsman's, Lewiston . 
do our own work. I want to gi've you a it, it amazes me how many times we will become activists in the gay and lesbian Spring Street Gym, Portland 
recent example of this. continually face those who would deny civil rights movement, the women's Sunrise Waffles, Machias 
us our existence - the Radical Right, the movement, the peace movement, the State Theater, Portland 
Recently, in a corner of Maine, a gay Jerry Falwells, the Reverend Bubars, Gray Panther movement, the economic Underground, Portland 
establishment planned what they called and . !3P.MY, .Frf1n!dands and Phyllis justice movements, the handicapped Westbrook College Library, Portland 
! New Bedford Night." If you've been Schaff! f th ld ·11 f · ht h · · ' ·-it eys o e wor - we wi ace ng s~ ~~vement,_ t e an~1-r_ac1st move- Woodfor.d's Cafe, fortJ1:1.nq., ,., -M, • , H , ( 
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My Search for a Usable Past 
By J.B. 
In case anyone should ask, I would 
like to explain why I write these 
columns. No, it isn't for the money - we 
aren't paid. Or the plaudits - so far, two 
people have told me they like my 
articles, and another friend said she 
thought they were sweet. 
Rather, it is a contribution that I can 
make to our positive self-awareness. We 
are a people with an important culture 
and history. For me, these are signifi-
cant characteristics. If we know some-
thing about our past, we can do some-
thing about our future. 
Three new books have crossed my 
path recently that have contributed to 
my gay awareness. Edward Morgan 
Forster (1879-1970), known as E.M. 
Forster, is acknowledged as one of the 
major English writers of fiction during 
the first part of this century. He is best 
known for three novels: Howards End 
(1910), A Passage To India (1924), and 
Maurice, which is possibly the finest gay 
novel written before World_ War II. 
Since I may discuss Maurice in some 
future article, suffice it to say now that 
l'°'orster wrote the book in 1913-14, but 
withheld it from the publisher sup-
posedly because of its sympathetic treat-
ment of gay love, which might . have 
aroused violent reaction. A year after 
the author's death, in 1971, Maurice was 
finally published to a very mixed critical 
reception. 
The Selected Letters of E.M. Forster, 
Vol. One, 1879-1920, is edited by Mary 
Lago and P.N. Fuibank (Harvard,'1983, 
$20) and covers the first and artistically 
most important events of Forster's long 
life. 
If this collection makes for humdrum 
reading at times, it does reveal _the 
measure of his daily existence, and illu-
minates the process by which he 
transformed a some"7hat closeted l~fe 
into -art. Except for . relatively brief 
periods, Forster lived with his mother 
until she died when he was 66. 
. In 1916, at the age of 37, Forster had 
his first complete sexual experience. 
Collections of letters reveal an indivi-
dual to the reader as he revealed himself 
to family and friends. Friends were the 
most important human relationships in 
Forster's long life, and he had rare gifts 
in the art of friendship. His relation· 
ships were based on the belief that 
exclusive and possessive friendships 
were a bad thing. The aim should be to 
enjoy and keep up many friendships, of 
many different levels and intensities. 
In the philosophy of such a man, there 
was no place for lovers. During the First 
World War, Forster worked for the Red 
Cross in Alexandria, Egypt. There he 
met C.P. Cavafy and become one of the 
first non-Greek champions of his work. 
Cavafy (1863-1933) was a Greek who 
lived in Egypt and is generally con· 
sidered the finest modern gay poet. His 
homoerotic verse is well represented in 
the recently published Penguin Book of 
Homosexual Verse, edited by Stephen 
Coote (1983, $6.95). 
I would be more pleased if this fine 
anthology was called the Penguin 
Anthology of Lesbian and Gay Verse. 
This is, as the anthologist says in his 
introduction·, a collection of poems by 
and about gays and lesbians. It ranges 
in time and place from classical Athens 
to contemporary New York, and in tone 
from satire to celebration. It is also an 
historic portrait in which gays and 
lesbians have seen and been seen 
through the ag_es. Mr. Coote has written 
a 25-page introduction to his anthology, 
which is required reading for those of us 
who are looking for a usable past. 
Briefly, he describes the position of 
gays through history, and the role we 
have played in literature. Those of us 
who love poetry will welcome this antho-
logy in spite of its title, its inflated price 
and the fact that is is not available in 
hardback. Believe me, our poetry is 
worth a hardback! 
John Preston Book-Signing Party 
Friday, April 27 
at 8:00 
Our Books 
4 Pine Street 
I Once Had a Master 
and Other Tales of Erotic Love 
For those of us who were looking for a 
usable past in the late '70s, one-of-t 
most important OOv~;-oV appear WaS 
Jonathan Katz' Gay American History: 
Lesbians and Gay Men in the U.S.A. 
This is a documentary, 690-page land-
mark collection of primary sources, 
ranging in chronological order from the 
writings of early Spanish observers of 
the Amerindian scene to interviews with 
important contemporary Gay Libera-
tion figures . Much of this collection is 
painful narrative of how straight 
American society has punished those 
who are different. Gay American 
History is pleasant and unpleasant 
history of our minority. · 
Katz has now supplemented Gay 
American History with a new collection 
of documents called the Gay/ Lesbian 
Almanac (Harper & Ri w, 1983, $28.95). 
In this assemblage, he concentrates on 
two periods in U.S. history. Here the 
colonial "Age of Sodomitical Sin, 1607-
1740" is contrasted with "The Inven-
. tion of the Homosexual, 1880-1950." 
Interweaving news reports, diaries,_ 
medical case histories, trial testimony, 
letters and fiction, Katz delineates 
lesbian and gay history in two formative 
periods. He contends that "homo-
sexuality" and "heterosexuality" are 
recent labels, and that the emotions and 
behaviors that go with the labels were 
invented in this country at the t~rn of 
the century. 
An interesting and partially valid 
theory, maybe, but it ignores events in 
England and Germany during the same 
period. For his evidence, Katz Telies on 
two major sources, which are American 
Medical Journal articles and The New 
York Times. 
While these publications have an 
important role in our social thought, 
they do not play the dominant role that 
Katz believes they do, in my opinion. 
For me, the fact remains that women 
and men throughout history found 
happiness and fulfillment in same-sex 
relationships despite The New _ York 
Times and the AMA. 
They found a usable present. 
Gulls Fly At Night 
I have found 
that the gulls fly at night. 
I never conceived of gulls 
Existing past sunset 
When the ocean sky turns black, 
And the bedroom window light 
Confirms 
That waves crashing, 
Sleep rocking, 
Are just as white 
As when the early pink sun 
Awakens them. 
Yes, the gulls fly at night, . . 
Their white bellies and gray wmgt1ps 
Hover and sway in darkness. 
Waiting to be seen at dawn 
With gull noises 
When gulls are thought of. 
Bob Carr 
Woman, 
Where are you? 
I saw you in the face 
of one woman 
two women 
busy loving men. 
Saw you in the face 
of one woman 
two women 
busy loving women. 
Saw you, then, 
, in my dreams 
- in the fantasies 
on the wings of a soft Lambda, 
the lavender rustling 
of light feathers 
a steady heartbeat 
of womanblood. 
Saw you in the future 
of time gone backward, 
tangent new beginnings 
touched by a irraceful melody; 
the refrain I sing 
softly 
waiting for you to hear. 
-=----,..-~ ........... =><-----.:.= Elizabeth 
I have to be what I want. 
I need no excuse to live as I choose, 
To be happy with the life I lead. 
I make mistakes, as do all people. 
I try to make them only once, 
And to learn by what I've done. 
I am not much different than you. 
I laugh, I cry, I feel all emotions, 
Just as everyone else does. 
Please don't treat me like a freak. 
I am not alone in my choice, 
There are many others like me. 
I'm not crying for understanding, 
But a little acceptance wouldn't hurt. 
Someday, you too, could be in my 
position. 
C.O.A. 
O! Sweet abstinence 
POETRY 
I 
And what of pain? 
Is it, perhaps, our most valuaQle asset? 
Without pain, could we truly experience love? 
Is pain our binding, our collective backbone? 
Is vulnerability our greatest strength? 
Are we not drawn into a closer bond 
through the witness of another's pain? 
Is this not the root of our emotions? 
We laugh with greater joy, 
speak with ·greater meaning, 
Love with more appreciative consideration 
and thankfulness -
because of our constant association with pain. 
- Elizabeth 
-~~~it. 
.f ~'\!1' ~--~· •. 
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Let Us Be 
We have to live 
The way we choose 
If you won't understand 
Please try to accept. 
We can relate easier 
To one of our own 
We aren't strange 
We are gay. · 
Is that so wrong? 
We're hurting no one. 
If you can't relate, 
J?on't destroy. 
We are all slowly 
Coming out of the closet, 
And realizing that we are 
Just as good as you. 
We're a breed by ourselves 
Don't try to change us. 
We all must live 
To suit ourselves. 
C.O.A. 
•. ' ,· ... -. 
NcLW Lt'i\f L?o.oks . '-- . S.unshfo.e _Child 
· · 438 Main Street, Rockland (207) 596-0040 , 
We've Moved! 
''Good taste is t he worst vice ever 
invented." 
Edith Sitwe'll 
We specialize in books by and about women, alterna-
tive energy, health care and spirituality. 
Mon. - Sat. 10 - S:30 Closed Sun. 
Coming hf>me late weary 
a bentove driedounired 
after a long day and hard night of work, 
I pause at your opened door 
and tip toe in. 
' Feeling the warmth of your contentment, 
your peaceful face, cu-rved trusting body, 
soft breathing, 
"my ragged raging spirit gentles-calms. 
Your very being eases my bone tiredness, 
soothes-i;he rancorB ,of daily battle from my soul. 
Your little being centers me, harmonizes me, 
with the moon smiling through your window 
we are. one with all things. 
Slowly quietly I straighten your covers, 
check the closed windows, 
draw the shades and curtains, 
secure your Donald Duck nightlight. 
Ter.iderly kissing your temple goodnight, 
your sweet child smell fills me with wonder 
and such happiness that you are in my life. 
Good night, my precious sunshine child. 
©1984 
ByD.W. 
Is Stress Getting You D
0 
ST 
Relationship need a BO WN ?. 
? 
How long can I bear your neutral seasonings? 
How long will the taste be remembered only - G.G. Roberts, A.D. 
,, 
Built and layered with the passing of hours and days ... 
.. and nights 
My love cries softly in wanting 
And I must go to her -
Release me! 
Let me fly 
And end this fast. 
Be merciful -
We have shown our patience 
And· are waiting 
To reap the ready fruits 
That lie -
Trembling -
in each other's hands. 
- Elizabeth 
Certified Alcoholism Counselor - N. J •. 
Individual Psychotherapy 
Relationship Counseling 
Alcohol and Drug Counseling 
Call for Appointment 934-9015 
.CALENDAR MEETINGS 
Friday, April 27 
John Preston book-signing party, Our 
Books, 4 Pine St., Portland, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28 . . . . 
Boogie Bash dance Jam,. msp1!1ng 
recorded1B-U~ic (rock, soul, Jazz, disco, 
swing), 8:30 p.m., People's Building (3rd 
floor), 155.Brackett St., Portland, $2, free 
spring wate~ 
Sunday, April 29 . . 
Linda Tillery with Adnenne Torf m 
concert, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, 
Picard Theater, 8:00 p.m. 
INTERWEAVE Bangor, potluck at 
6:30, games night after, Unitarian 
Church, Main Street. 
Sunday-Friday, April 29-May 4 
First Annual Gay Film Festival, 
Cycles, 57 Center St. , Portland. 
Friday-Sunday, May 4-6 , 
Democratic State Convention, 
Lewiston. 
· Saturday, May 5 ' . 
Songs of the Spirit, First Paris~ Con; 
gregational Church, Freeport (Mam St.), 
7:30, $3 - call 761-2195. 
New England Clubs Leather/ Levi 
Night, Cycles, 57 Center St., Portland. 
Bangor INTERWEAVE picnic at 
Thompson Island, Mt. Desert Island, 
noon. 
Male Sexuality Workshop, Bernie 
Zilbergeld, Ph.D., Coles Tower, Bowdoin 
College, Brunswick, 9-4, 622-7524 for 
Jnfo. 
Saturday-Sunday, May 5-6 
Women Outdoors bike tour of East 
Brunswick Peninsula, call Pam at 774-
7259 for details. 
Sunday, May 6 
Miss Drag Central Maine Contest, 
Papa Joe's, 80 Water St., Augusta, 7:00, 
$3 cover, door prize: weekend for two in 
Ogunquit. 
New England Mr. Drummer 1984 
Contest, Cycles, 57 Center St., Portland. 
Friday, May 11 
Margie Adam, St. Saviours Church, 
Mt. Desert St., Bar Harbor, 8 pm, 288-
5015 for info. 
Tom Andrews, Democratic candidate 
for the Maine Senate, at Gay People's 
Alliance, 92 Bedford St., USM, Portland. 
Saturday, May 12 
Bangor INTERWEAVE activity 
committee meeting, 423 Hancock St. , 
Apt. 4, Bangor, 7:30 pm. 
_Grand Masquerade Ball, Lewiston 
Multipurpose . Center, 145 Birch St., 
sponsored by Sportman's. 
Women Outdoors canoe or kayak trip 
on the Sheepscot River. Call Kristi at 
882-7323 for details. 
Friday, May 18 
Gerry Conley, Jr. , Democratic can-
didate for the Maine Senate, at Gay 
People's Alliance, 92 Bedford St., USM, 
Portland. 
Monday, May 21 
Harbor Masters Dinner, Cycles, . 57 
Center St., Portland. 
Friday, May 25 
Potluck supper sponsored by Gay 
People's Alliance, Portland, call 780-
4085 for location, time, etc. 
Saturday, May 26 
Women Outdoors rock climbing at 
Acadia - call Debbie at 945-3131. 
Sunday;-Monday, May 27-28 
Trip to Quebec City, sponsored by 




Feminist Spiritual Communitv - everv 
Monday, 7 p.m .. State Street Church, 
Portland. 
Gay Health Action Committee - irre-
gular Mondays, Portland - call 775-
5540. 
Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday, 
7:00 pm, 292 State St. (basement), Ports- . 
mouth, N.H. 
TUESDAYS 
Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth Tues-
dav of the month, Y.W.C.A., 87 Spring 
St.: Portland, 7:30 p.m. 
Gay / Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Tuesday, open discussion 
meetings, 8 p.m., First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 425 Congress 
Street, Portland. 
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues-
day, 7:30 p.m., Our Books, 4 Pine St., 
Portland. New members are.welcome. 
Alliance To Preserve Reproductive 
Choice - second Tuesday of the month, 
Y.C.W.A. , 87 Spring St., Portland, 7p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS 
Bowdoin Gay / Straight Alliance - first 
and third Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., Chase 
Barn Chamber, 256 Maine St. (above 
i~arage), Bi:unswick~ Call 725-8731 e~t. 
633 (Scott) or write M.U. 367, Bowdom 
College. Meetings held only when 
college is in session. 
The Gay Parents Support Group meets 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. at the 
USM Student Union, 92 Bedford St. , 
Portland. For further information call 
(207) 780-4085 or (~07) 772-4741. 
Greater Bangor NOW - last Wednes-
day of the month, Bangor Public 
]Llbrary, Bangor, 7 pm, 989-3306 for 
information. 
~ p. )4'wue 
ADVERTISIN<ii MANAGER 
THURSDAYS 
Lesbian/ Gay Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, discussion meeting at 
8 p.m., Unitarian Church. Main St., 
Bangor. 
Gay/ Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30p.m., 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland. 
FRIDAYS 
"Free To Be" Gay 1Lesb1an. AlcC'110lics 
Anonvmo'us -every Friday. 7:30 :0 S:.30. 
All Soul~ Vnitarian C.hu,c::-.. l : King-St .. 
Augusta. 
Gav Peo-ple's Alli.ance - eYery ~nclay. 
7 p:m .. £12 Bedford St .. Por:1and - open 
meetings (no meetings during sc~0ol 
vacation). . 
Northern Lambda Nord - second Fri-
dav of the month - discussion group in 
Ne"w Sweden. 
SATURDAYS 
Interweave Bangor - third Saturday of 
the month, Unitarian·Church, Main St. , 
6 p.m., potluck and meeting. 
Gay/ Lesbian Al-Anon - every Satur-
dav, 8 p.m., First Parish Unitarian 
U~iversalist Church. 425 Congress St .. 
Portland. 
SUNDAYS 
Northern Lambda Nord .- last Sunday 
of the month - business meeting, 1:00 
p.m. followed by potluck. 
Wilde-Stein Club - every Sunday, 7:00 
p.m., South Bang?r Lou?ge, sec~md 
floor, Memorial Umon, Umv. of Mame, 
Orono. · 
Interweave Augusta - last Sunday of 
· the month, All Souls Unitarian Ch1:1rch, 
11 King St., 6:30 potlu~c~k~a~n~d~m~LlJ.J.~-
Lesbian Support/ Discussion Group -
every Sunday at 5:0Q-p.m., 92 Bedford 
St., USM. Sponsored by Women's Forum 
and GPA. 
the Cafe 
FINE USED FURNITURE 
235 Congress Street 
Wed. -Sat. 10:30-5:30 
Sunday 12:00-4:00 
OUR PAPER 
P.O. BOX 10744 
PORTLAND, MAINE 04104 
12071 773-5540 
129 SPRING STREET 
Erna J. Koch 
Attorney At Law 
COMMERCIAi. RESIDENTIAL 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
LOUISE BENNETT, l.C.S.W. 
THERAPIST TO INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES. & FAMILIES 
185 Middle Street 
P.O. Box 7685 
139 PARK STREET 
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 
207-775-0155 
. Pc,rtland, Maine 04112 
(207} 774 • 8273 
HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
SPECIALIZING IN WOMEN'S ISSUES AND 






Bates Gay/Strai1ht Alliance .. 
Bates College 
Lewiston 04240 




cl O The Collective 
cl o Elze 
372 Preble St. 
So. Portland 04106 
Dignity of Maine 
P.O. Box 7021 
Lewiston 04240 
Feminist Spiritual Community 
c/ o State St. Church 
159 State St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay Health Action Committee 
P.O. Box 10723 
Portland 04104 
Gay /Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous 
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church 
425 Congreu St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay Parents Support Group 
780-4085 or 772-4741 
Priand 
Goy People's Alliance 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04102 
780-4085 
Greater Bangor NOW 
P.O. Box 8026 
Bangor, Me. 04401 
Greater Portland 111-0.W. 
P.O. Boll 4012 Station A 
Portland 04101 
Interweave 
· P.O. Rox 215 
Auguste 04330 
Lesbian/ Gay Committee 
Me. Chapter Nat'l Assoc. 
of Social Workers 
780-4120 
Mid-Coast Gay Men 
P.O. Box 496 
Camden 04843 
Maine Health Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7329 DTS 
Portland 04112 
Maine Lesbian Femi'1i11te , 
P.O. Boll 125 
Belfast 04915 
Northern Lambda Nord 
P .O. Rox 990 
Caribou 04736 
NLN Gay Phoneline 896-5888 
OUR PAPER 






Please Keep Trying_ 
Parents end Friends of Gaye 
P.O. Box 215 
Augu11ta 04330 
Seacoaet Gey Men 
P.O. Rox 1394 
Port11mouth. N.H. 03801 
USM Women's Forum 
University of Southern Maine 




University of Maine - Orono 
Orono 04469 
Web Work 
Box 131-D 
Calais 04619 
